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2021 FLOWER CHART 
 

is now up in the church 
office. Fill in those special 

days on which you want to 
give flowers.



June 2021 Newsletter – John Knox 
 
 
Friends, 
 
As I write, I am preparing to take a week of vacation to visit my sister in 
Jacksonville, FL. My brother and my niece from Savannah will also come down 
while I am there. It will be the first opportunity to “see” these loved one other 
than on a screen in way too long! I know many of you understand that. We are 
still experiencing those “first time in forever” and probably will for some time. 
For me, in addition to first time to see and hug this part of my family, it is also 
the first time on an airplane since pre-pandemic. 
 

What are the firsts since the pandemic for you? Are all of them good? Are you 
nervous about some things? Are you glad that some former things have gone 
away? I think it is too soon to know exactly what will survive the pandemic – 
behavior patterns, as well as stores and jobs and school patterns. I know there 
are many things we have missed, but we have not missed everything. I have 
enjoyed less traffic, even as it seems to be once again picking up. I have gotten 
a bit spoiled with take-out, something I almost never did before. 
 

I hope we will not automatically assume that everything “church” needs to be 
as it was previously. This is an opportunity to consider what patterns and 
activities were helping build the kingdom, and what were not. What were those 
“we always do it this way” practices that needed to be ended? I hope we will 
spend some time this summer talking through the good, bad, and indifferent. 
God expects and desires our best, not just what we are used to. The pandemic 
forced us to change. So, let’s consider carefully what changes should be 
preserved. 
 

 Grace and peace, Pastor Carol 
 
 

2021 FLOWER CHART is now up in the church office. Fill in those special days 
on which you want to give flowers. One arrangement each Sunday and the 
new cost is $40.00 per arrangement. 
 



BIG ANNOUNCEMENT!!! 

 
It is good to be back to in-person worship. See the guidelines. 

GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

If you are not feeling well, please stay home. If you are not yet ready to come 
in person, please stay home. We will be experiencing a hybrid community, with ongoing 
internet availability for those who need/prefer.  
 
There will be two entrances, the front door and the back, only. Please enter, have your 
temperature taken, sign in, sanitize your hands, and wait for an usher to take you to a 
designated pew. You may not be sitting in “your” pew, but we have marked places to sit so 
as to ensure distancing. 
  
Wear your mask the whole time. If you want to speak on the responses, please use a 
whisper voice.  Humming or singing softly on the hymns is allowed. You are encouraged to 
remain quiet while you are in the sanctuary.  
 
An offering plate is in the narthex if you brought a contribution with you and want to leave 
it there. Offering plates will not be passed. 
  
Prayer requests should be written and left in the basket in the narthex.  
 
We will be using the screens in the sanctuary. There will be no bulletins. We will not leave 
our places to pass the peace. As invited, you may nod or wave to one another to indicate 
the passing of the peace. 
  
On communion Sundays, individual communion cups including a wafer will be available in 
Narthex. There will be a trash can in the narthex for you to deposit the cup following the 
service. 
  
As much as possible, we will have outside doors open, and the parts of the church we are 
using will be spray sanitized on Friday. 
  
Just as you are ushered in, so also you will be ushered out. There is no congregating or 
fellowship. We ask that you go directly to your cars at the end of the service. 
  
Restrooms will be available if needed. The outside doors will be open and sanitizing wipes 
will be available for you to use on the handles as needed.  
 



PRESBYTERY ZOOM GATHERING REPORT  
Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy 

THEME:  Global Ministry 
  

Saturday, April 24, 2021 
Teaching Elder Karl Houser, Moderator 

Rev. Joy Myers, Stated Clerk 
 

Attending from John Knox:  Pastor Carol DeVaughan, Interim Pastor; John Thomas, elder 
commissioner and Elizabeth Thomas, guest.  There were 41 Teaching Elders (pastors) and 
43 Ruling Elders present.  
 
The Gathering began at 9:00 a.m. with worship led by the Reverend Ms. Paula Cooper, a 
member of our presbytery serving as Mission Co-Worker and liaison for East Africa where 
she is based in Zambia. 
 
The presenter of the morning was The Reverend Mr. Marthame Sanders, an improv 
pastor from the Greater Atlanta area.  Rev. Sanders led us in a series of exercises helping 
us to: “Take Healthy Risks” and to “Embrace Imperfection.”  Several of his “sharings” 
included: (1) since we all fail, it is best to fail forward, (2) we learn more by doing, (3) as 
imperfect as we all are, God calls us to be his servants on Earth.  For those, who think 
Improv is hard and disruptive, should give it a try; it might turn out to be fun and an 
opportunity for new ways of looking at their reality. 
 
The Presbytery Leader, Rev. Bob Larson, shared: 

1. Contributions are up in 2021. 
2. Expenses are down. 
3. As of this date, presbytery has a $10,000 surplus. 

 
The Rev. Dr. Craig Howard, presbytery’s liaison from the Presbyterian Foundation, stated: 
(1) This is the oldest foundation in the U.S.A. having been founded in 1799.  (2) It has 
assets of over two (2) billion dollars.  (3) The focus of the Presbyterian Foundation is 
stewardship and investment. 
 
Information from the Omnibus Motion included: 
 
Approved the extension of the Interim contract between Pastor Carol DeVaughan and 
John Knox Presbyterian Church for six months through September 22, 2021. 
 
Approved the sale of the John Calvin Presbyterian Church building.  (They are looking for 
a new location to continue their ministry.) 



The Minimum Effective Salary for full-time installed pastors in 2021 is $42,840.  For a full-
time commissioned pastor, the salary is $34,272. 
 
At 1:00 p.m., the Gathering closed with prayer led by the Moderator. 
 
The next presbytery gathering will be on Thursday, August 26, 2021 (place or virtual and 
time-to be determined) All folks are invited to attend (virtually or in person)! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
John Thomas 
Elder Commissioner 
 

  
North County Churches Uniting (NCCU) 

Board Meeting 
April 12, 2021 

 
Dr. Rance Thomas, president, presided. 
Dr. Barb Thompson, secretary, recorded meeting notes. 
The Rev. Carol DeVaughan, interim pastor of JKPC, offered the opening and closing prayers. 
 
Significant business/information shared and/or acted upon included: 
 

1. Persons in arrears on rent can contact N.C.C.U. for assistance.  (St. Louis County 
has received $30 million as part of the recent stimulus package passed by the 
National Government. 

2. In Dr. Thomas’ introduction of John Thomas (me) as I attended my first meeting 
of the Board was nominated and approved as a Board member from John Knox 
Presbyterian Church. 

3. Dr. Thomas is the president-elect of the Rotary Club of Florissant. Rance said, “I 
have spent more time training for this position than in any of the volunteer 
position I have ever had.” 

4. Dr. Thomas stated the NCCU bank balance as of January 31, 2021 as $28,664.80.  
(There is also the account for the Youth Computer Camp held by John Knox 
Presbyterian Church in the amount of $1,946.14 as of February 28, 2021.)   

5. Several annual events/activities are in various stages of planning.  (The realities 
of our Covid-19-affected world have made and are making planning difficult.  
There is a need for more “hands” to fulfill the old adage that “many hands make 
light work”.) 



a. Youth Appreciation Dinner 
b. Computer Camp 
c. “Summons of Joy” 
d. Annual Awards Dinner 

   
The next Board Meeting is June 14, 2021.  This will be a virtual meeting beginning at 5:30 
p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
John Thomas, Session liaison to the NCCU 

 

 
 

2021 GRADUATES 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ALEXANDRA PARR BALARAM was recently awarded the Cooper Award 
for Excellence in Teaching and will graduate with a M.A. in 
Communication and a Graduate Certificate in Rhetorical Leadership 
from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee on May 16, 2021. 
 

Proud Family members of JKPC 
 

Parents of Graduate: Leroy and Angela Parr 
Sister: Caroline Parr Spouse: Rohit Balaram 
Grandparents: David and Gailya Miller Uncle: Michael Miller 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVIN PETERSON: 
Graduated from 

University of 
Wisconsin – Madison 

With a Bachelor ‘s 
Degree in Finance. 

 

RACHEL PETERSON:  
Graduated from 
Incarnate Word 

Academy and will 
attend University of 

Wisconsin. 
 

Proud Parents of 
Graduates are 
TIM and PAM 

PETERSON 

OPEN 
HOUSE 

June 
13 

ALL 
CHURCH 

INVITE TO CELEBRATE THE 
GRADUATES AT 

826 Heatherhaven Drive 
Ballwin, MO 63011 

PAM 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

           
                    
                 

         
                      

                  

          

             

            

                     

        

                    

                   

                        

              



 
 

 
Many thanks for JK’s continuing generous support of TEAM as it continues to 
provide food for those struggling with getting enough to eat. See article below 
for suggestions on what to donate to food pantry. With church reopening, we’ll 
again be collecting items in Grand Hall. 

 
Sharing Wisdom from Food Bank Volunteer 
And church Elder, Marianne Jones 
 

1. Boxed milk is a treasure.  Families need it or cereal and mac and cheese.  Look for it 
 in Aseptic containers at stores like Dollar Tree. 
 

2. Any kind of pasta is good but don’t forget the sauce -red, white or cheese.  Variety is 
 good. 
 

3. Vegetable and olive oil in needed for cooking and baking. 
 

4. Salt, pepper, spices and condiments are all needed but not in super value size.  Many  
 customers are couples or even singles. 
 

5. Tea bags and coffee are caring gifts. As are sugar/sweetener packets and creamer. 
 

6. Cake and frosting make it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.  Flour, sugar, 
baking soda and baking powder are also appreciated. (Team gets butter and eggs 
from other sources.)  

 

               

                          

                    

        

                      

                   
            

           

              

   



7. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch. 
 

8.  Tuna and soups in pouches are very helpful for people without a permanent 
residence with a kitchen. 

 

9. Meal kits (i.e.: Hamburger Helper, etc.) need add ins like veggies and canned meats. 
Try to give a complete meal when you can. (TEAM doesn’t always have these 
available simply due to supply and demand.) 

 

10. Veggie seeds are great in spring because growing can be easy for some. Extra bounty 
from your home garden is welcome. 

 

11. Dishwashing detergent, laundry detergent and dryer sheets are expensive and 
always appreciated. 

 

 
PENTECOST OFFERING 
 
The Pentecost Offering is one of the four (4) Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and is focused on helping children through young adults develop a solid foundation 
of faith in their first one-third of life.  Ministries with Youth, Young Adult Volunteer 
Program, and advocacy and education for children at-risk are the areas supported by the 
money contributed to the Pentecost Offering.   
 
Forty percent (40%) of the total received will be kept by John Knox Presbyterian Church 
and will be allocated by the Mission Team with approval of Session.  
 
This offering will be collected on May 23. Offering envelopes and information inserts will 
be found on the table in the narthex. Please place your offering envelopes in the collection 
plate on the narthex table.  
 
Again, THANK YOU for your contributions and let us continue to joyfully serve God in our 
mission and ministry of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.  To God be the praise 
and glory! 
       Elizabeth Thomas 
       Mission Team Leader   
  
 
 
 
 

 

JOHN KNOX BOOK CLUB 
 

The June meeting of the John Knox Book Club will be held on 
Wednesday evening, June 16, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor. The June 
selection is “Commonwealth” by Ann Patchett.  
 
All are welcome to participate in these lively discussions. 

 



 



CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM 
 

Care Cards:   Six care cards were sent to include:  Get Well, Mile-stone Birthday, 
Sympathy and Thinking of You. Telephone calls continue to be made to our JKPC 
family to check on well-being. 
 
Audio Ministry:  We are back in the Sanctuary for Worship at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings.  The service is also live streaming on the computer.  Please call the church 
office (921-5833) for information and/or assistance. 
 
Home Communion was not served in May due to the COVID-19 virus.    
 
Discipleship Ministry:  Please continue to pray for our JKPC Family, those who are ill, 
those in hospitals and nursing homes, our Military, our leaders, our community, our 
country, the world, for the vaccine for the COVID-19 virus to be successful and for 
peace, racial harmony and justice for and between all people.  
 
Casserole Ministry:  Casseroles are indefinitely unavailable due to COVID-19. 
 
M.O.M. (Membership Outreach Ministry):  Telephone care calls continue to contact 
our members and Kim Chandler, Office Administrator, is sending out the Prayer List 
email. 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry:  We have beautiful prayer shawls crocheted by our ladies 
which are used to wrap those in need with warmth and prayers.    

 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 

NEWSLETTER PROCESS 
 

The next issue of the Newsletter will be the week of June 20. Articles can be left 
in the office in the cubby hole marked with a cherry dot or emailed to 
jkpcoffice@gmail.com by June 16. 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

MINISTRY 

Marilyn Lange, Pearl Rogers, and Steven Pape 
 

It gave church members great JOY to 
fellowship outside on the lawn! 

 

Thank you so much for arrive early to prepare 
the coffee and lemonade. 

 

Thank you for cleaning up and leaving late. 
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REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

During the week, if you know 
of someone who needs 

immediate prayers, please 
notify the church office and we 

will be glad to activate the 
prayer chain. 
 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 
 

United States of America 
 

FRIENDS OF JOHN KNOX: 

 
Michael Miller 

(David/Gailya Miller’s son) 

 

Neola Wilkins - Aunt 

Daniels Jones Jr. – Brother: At 

home hospice care.  (Mae Ireland’s 
family) 

 

(Debbie Marshall’s daughter and son-in-law) 

Rachel Leal, has been diagnosed with 

myelofibrosis and receiving treatment. 

Joe Leal, at St. Louis University Hospital 

in the ICU with COVID-19, on a ECMO 

machine (It is the top tier as far as 

ventilation goes).  

Debbie Marshall, has Physical therapy 

and recovering nicely. 

Please pray for healing, comfort and 

complete recovery. 

MEMBERS: 
 

Rosanna Aldridge  

 

Margie Briner 

Floyd Brown 

Teresa & Jerry Cuddy 

Norvell and Nancy Dunnuck 

David Hanheide 

Peggy Hawk 

Jane Holmes 

Lou Kramer 

Everett and Marlene 

Marquardt 

Norman Plender 

Jacky Proctor 

Sandy Sims 

Robert & Mary Thornton 

Betty Wallingford 

Richard Weitkamp 

Dale Williams 

Ron Bay: 
 

Ron’s surgery was successful, and home 
on Wednesday, May 26. He is doing well. 

He will recuperate for one month at home 
and then go to outpatient cardiac 

rehabilitation. 
 

Prayers for healing, comfort, and 

complete recovery. 

__________________________ 

Rance Thomas: 
 

Rance is receiving Cancer Immunotherapy 

Treatment.  
 

Please pray for healing, comfort, and 

complete recovery.  
 

 

Bridget Jones: 

 
Bridget’s surgery was able to be out-

patient, so she is recovering at her 
mother’s home (Shirley). All went well. 
 

Shirley Jones: 

 
Shirley was in the hospital and recovering 

at home with medication. 
 

Prayers for healing and complete 

recovery.  
 



PWJK JUNE UPDATE: 
 
PWJK Board and Circles are meeting!!! 
  

— Board meetings are resuming:  The first in 2021 was May 18 at 
1PM in JKPC Library. 
 

— Lydia has been meeting via Zoom during the pandemic and 
recently started assembling the PWJK project: bed mats/rolls out of plastic bags. 
These are to be distributed to Homeless people. (Talk to Anne Mills or Kathy 
Hoffman if you have any questions or wish to help.) 
 

— Deborah and Martha Circles will continue PW Bible study on June 21 at 1:15 in JKPC 
Library. Lessons 2-4 from INTO THE LIGHT- “Finding Hope Through Prayers of 
Lament” will be the specific ones studied that day. 
 

All JKPC are invited to join in all PWJK activities! 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF JOHN KNOX 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

5/18/21 
Opening: The meeting was opened with prayer lead by Liz Thomas. 

Devotional: None 

Minutes: The minutes were approved as printed. 

Treasurer’s Report: The January-April reports were approved as printed. (The account is 

badly depleted.) 

 
Circles:            Count                      Next Meeting                 Yearbook Changes 

(April/May Meetings)              

Martha                     0                                6/21/21                                                                 

Deborah                   0                                6/21/21                                                                

Lydia                         4                                 6/9/21                      ____________________  

                                                                                                                                                   
Communications: 
—Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services newsletter 
—Heifer Fund donation request 
—CWS Blanket donation requests and ideas for events; and CWS BLANKETS Honor Certificate 
—GLPW Coordinating Team Minutes (3/19) and (4/19) and Spring Gathering Zoom Meeting 
    (5/1) minutes        
 



Old Business: 
—"Celebrate Women” worship service report 
—Pearl’s update on Jane Ibur’s poetry workshop 
—Work on “plastic bags” mattress/bed rolls will continue on 6/9/21 at 5 PM in Fellowship Hall  
 

New Business:  
—PW birthday offering was discussed-circles will be asked to take up the offering                                                                                                                                                                                   

Committee Reports:                                                                                                                           

Ecumenical Relations: No meetings happening currently. 

Historian: None  

Kitchen: Good                                                                                                                          

Local Service: Rosanna has moved and is no longer close to church. 

Mission: Presbyterian pastor walks nearly 150 miles to raise awareness and compassion 
around issues of ‘houselessness’ and extreme poverty in West Virginia- The #Walk4WV 
campaign had a fundraising aspect with Morton and supporters raising over $6,500 that 
will go directly to helping houseless citizens in Morgantown secure stable housing. The 
funds will be used for things like rent, security deposits and application fees for persons 
trying to make the transition off the street. 
 

Morton created a series of short videos, several each day, to shed light on intersecting 
issues that may be keeping people trapped in extreme poverty and ‘houselessness’. See all 
the videos here. 
 

Nursing Home: N/A  

Prayer Chain:  N/A  

Publicity: (We need a new chairman.)  

Search: Publicity and historian chairmen are needed to complete the officer roster.  

Service Projects:  We need to concentrate on the Crisis Nursery needs-diapers, wipes, 
lotion, little snacks, and paper towels.                                                                                                              
 

Studies:  New study book for 2021-2022 is What My Grandmothers Taught Me. Orders 
for next year will be taken soon. 
 

Future events: PWJK Board Meeting, June 1, 2021, at 1 PM 

Next Month’s Refreshments: N/A 

For Session information: See below. 

For Session action: Ask about grant availability, may it be rolled over again? 

Closing: “Mizpah Benediction”  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Elizabeth Thomas  
PWJK Secretary 

https://www.walk4wv.org/support
https://www.walk4wv.org/support
https://www.facebook.com/watch/Walk4WV-113770043786188/


 
  



 
  



 
 

Keep in touch with John Knox Church Family/Us: 
 

E-mail: jkpcoffice@gmail.com  ++ Church office phone number (314) 921-5833  
 

Facebook: John Knox Presbyterian Church 

https://www.facebook.com/JohnKnoxPresbyterianChurchFlorissantMO 
 

mailto:jkpcoffice@gmail.com

